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November 3, 2019
Pikes Peak Community College
5675 South Academy Blvd.
Colorado Springs, CO., 80906
Dear Dr. Lance Bolton,
As the Chief of the Upper Pine River Fire Protection District and the President elect of the National
Association ofEMT's, I am writing to offer our enthusiastic support of Pikes Peak Community College
(PPCC) pursuing the Bachelor of Applied Science degree in advanced paramedic practitioner as a degree
completion pathway to complement the institution's current associate emergency medical services paramedic program. We employ paramedics that are graduates from PPCC's program and fully support
associate degree paramedics advancing their education to the bachelor level.
The clinical paramedic bachelor degree with emphasis in community paramedic, critical care paramedic and
behavioral health paramedic will assist employers in meeting the ever-changing needs of our community and
the National movement for degrees in paramedicine. The passage of SB 19-052, concerning the expansion of
an emergency medical service provider's scope of practice and SB 19-242, concerning the creation of an
emergency medical service provider license that includes the completion of a four-year bachelor's degree
program, provides increased opportunity for advanced skills and degrees in paramedic practice. Offering this
option at the community college level will increase access, affordable and allow the associate paramedic to
work as a paramedic while continuing with his/her education at a college they are familiar with, while
financially sustaining to their livelihood.
We are confident that PPCC's emergency medical services-paramedic program at Pikes Peak Community
College has the capacity and is capable of meeting this new opportunity with energy and passion, to assist in
meeting the advanced paramedic practitioner needs in our region.
Sincerely,
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Bruce Evans, MPA, NRP, SPO, EFO
Fire Chief
Upper Pine River Fire Protection District

Ute Pass Regional Health Service District
Paramedic Services

Community Paramedics

Pre-Hospital and Community Education

P.O. Box 149 1017 U.S. Highway 24 Woodland Park, Colorado 80866
Main: (719) 687-2291 Direct: (719) 686-6691 Cell: (719) 648-2666 Fax: (719) 687-6410 email: tdienst@uprad.org

November 4, 2019
Mr. Lance Bolton, President
Pikes Peak Community College
5675 S. Academy Blvd
Colorado Springs, CO 80906
RE: Letter of Support for the Bachelor’s Degree in Applied Sciences in Advance Practice Paramedic.
Dear President Bolton,
This letter is to serve as my support for a Bachelor’s Degree in Applied Sciences in Advanced Practice Paramedic
(APP) from Pikes Peak Community College (PPCC). The reasons for my support are many including the overall
lack of a bachelor’s degree in our profession, to better prepare paramedics to provide non-traditional care in nontraditional settings, and to meet the current and future demands of patient and payer expectations to enhance patient
outcomes, rise patient satisfaction and lower costs. As you are well aware the dynamics of healthcare are changing
and healthcare workforce shortages are worsening; therefore, the APP through PPCC is needed to address both
healthcare needs and address the workforce shortages - especially in rural areas.
There is a need to better prepare and educate our paramedics to function in facilities and other licensed clinical
settings especially in rural settings where alternative healthcare needs are greatest and qualified workforce needs are
worse is long overdue. The expanding opportunities and needs for Community Paramedics and the need for our
profession to embrace the Emergency Triage, Treat, and Transport (ET3) model supported by CMS requires that
we better prepare our providers to meet the new patient care challenges and lower costs of healthcare. With the
proper educational preparation and clinical experience acquired through PPCC these new paramedics will be
delivering a higher level of care that will result in better patient outcomes, higher patient satisfaction and lower cost.
As hospitals are challenged to reduce hospital stays and lower readmission rates the APP will serve as one additional
layer of provider that will prove beneficial to communities, facilities, other healthcare providers, and payers. EMS
agencies are already in the communities where these services are needed the most but our paramedics lack the
educational and clinical background needed to effectively engage in these opportunities. The APP will also raise
recognition and respect afforded to them by other degreed healthcare professionals.
Finally, payers are beginning to recognize the expanding value that paramedics can provide their customers as an
added benefit to improving care and lowering costs. EMS can no longer continue to focus their efforts and finances
on always caring for and transporting patients via the most expensive means (an ambulance) to the most expensive
place (the emergency department); and, expect to be paid effectively only for those services. Providing the degree
pathway for paramedics APP opens up a whole new demission in billing opportunities that will enhance long-term
financial sustainability for EMS organizations .
Thank you for your time and consideration regarding my comments. Please contact me if you need any additional
information.
Sincerely,
Timothy J. Dienst
Chief Executive Officer
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November 5th, 2019

Pikes Peak Community College
5675 S. Academy Blvd.
Colorado Springs, CO 80906
Dear Dr. Bolton,
As the Captain of Ute Pass Regional Health Service District’s (UPRHSD) Community Paramedic Program I was
compelled to write this letter of support for Pikes Peak Community College (PPCC) as they develop the Bachelor
of Applied Science degree in Advanced Paramedic Practitioner. This program will undoubtedly assist our
organization by providing a well educated pool of graduates with the training and education needed to provide
care to patients when and where it is need. PPCC has one of the most advanced and highly regarded paramedic
programs in the country, however this entry level education is no longer sufficient to prepare students for success
in the rapidly changing healthcare environment. Most of the paramedics employed by or organization are
graduates from PPCC’s paramedic program and are now instructors for that same program.
UPRHSD management team sees the value in advancing the level of service provided to our community. This
level of care can only be provided by caregivers that have the leadership and critical thinking skills developed in a
program like the PPCC’s Bachelor of Applied Science. The UPRHSD staff continues to express a desirer to seek
this level of education. Our organization continues to identify opportunities to support employees in this endeavor.
This support will likely come in the form of tuition assistance, flexible hours, and grant support through programs
like the Colorado Resource for Emergency and Trauma Education (CREATE) grant.
The Colorado State Legislature has expanded both the role and scope of medical care through passage of SB19052 The Expansion of Emergency Medical Service Provider’s Scope of Practice bill and SB 19-242 The
Emergency Medical Service Provider License Bill. Both bills demand additional education and training while the
later requires completion of a four-year bachelor’s degree program through an accredited college or university. By
offering this education at the community college level PPCC will increase both access and affordability for
students, allowing them to sustain their livelihood while advancing their individual opportunities for success.
Failure to adopt this program inadvertently favors large powerful healthcare constituencies at the expense of
dedicated developing professions thus broadening the disparity we see in healthcare today. Few educational
initiatives have impacted their targeted industry the way this bachelor’s degree program stands to impact the
paramedic profession. This degree helps establish equity for pre-hospital care providers in the broader healthcare
profession.

Respectfully,

James E McLaughlin
James E. McLaughlin – B.S., NRP

