
STATE BOARD FOR COMMUNITY COLLEGES 
AND OCCUPATIONAL EDUCATION 

Meeting Minutes 
April 10, 2019

Minutes Approved on May 8, 2019

Carriage House at the Governor’s Residence at Boettcher 
Mansion 400 E. 8th Avenue 

Denver, CO 80203 
I. CALL TO ORDER (10:40 a.m.)

A. Pledge of Allegiance
B. Roll Call

Dr. Byron McClenney, Chair, called the State Board for Community Colleges and 
Occupational Education (SBCCOE) to order at 10:40 a.m. MST, at which time a 
quorum of the board members were present. 

Members Present: 

Dr. Byron McClenney (Chair) 
Pres Askew 
Giugi Carminati 
Rollie Heath 

Dr. Russ Meyer 
Daniel Villanueva 
Kelly O’Dell (SFAC) 
Jeneen Ibrahim (SSAC)

Appointed Members (Awaiting Senate Confirmation): 
Dr. Landon Mascareñaz 
Terrance McWilliams 

II. GENERAL BUSINESS

A. Approval of Minutes
Dr. Russ Meyer made a motion to approve the March 13, 2019 regular session 
meeting minutes. Danny Villanueva seconded the motion. The motion passed 
unanimously. 

B. Approval of Agenda
Rollie Heath made a motion to accept the agenda for the April 10, 2019 regular 
session. Dr. Russ Meyer seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 

III. CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS

Dr. Byron McClenney asked the board members if, after having had a full discussion
of all the consent agenda items in the work session, there were any other comments
to add. There were none.



  

A. Spending Authority Request for Colorado Community College System Office 
Marketing Contract Agreement 

 
Pres Askew made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda. Dr. Russ Meyer 
seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 

IV. REPORTS 

A. Board Chair, Dr. Byron McClenney: 
• Expressed appreciation to Len Barrera, who served as student representative 

to the Board from July through March and thanked Len for her many 
contributions to the Board. 

B. Student Representative, Jeneen Ibrahim: 
• Reported that the bill to remove the in-state resident status requirement for 

State Student Advisory Committee (SSAC) members has passed and been 
signed by Governor Polis. 

• Described the annual trip to Washington DC where our students attended 
sessions presented by the American Student Association of Community 
Colleges (ASACC), met with Colorado Congressional leaders, and toured the 
area. 

• Thanked the Presidents for their involvement in the Rising Stars Awards 
Luncheon that took place on April 9, 2019. 

• Reported that the next SSAC meeting will take place at Morgan Community 
College (MCC) on May 11, 2019. At that time, they will be planning their annual 
retreat to welcome new SSAC members and elect new officers. 

C. Faculty Representative, Kelly O’Dell: 
• Reported that the State Faculty Advisory Committee (SFAC) has continued 

their work on issues related to faculty evaluations. 

• Announced that SFAC held their officer elections. Tommy Williams from 
Community College of Denver (CCD) will replace Kelly as Chair of SFAC and 
will serve as the representative to the SBCCOE beginning in July. 

D. System Chancellor, Joseph Garcia: 
• Referred to the book, “13 Ideas that are Transforming the Community College 

World,” that has been provided to each Board member and to each President. 
Dr. Byron McClenney wrote a chapter in the book entitled “Using Data to 
Monitor What Matters:  A New Role for Trustees”. 

• Welcomed Dr. Landon Mascareñaz and Terrance McWilliams, two new Board 
members present at the meeting. Hanna Skandera was also appointed by 
Governor Polis but had a previous commitment that conflicted with today’s 
meeting. All three new members and Member Askew are scheduled for a 
confirmation hearing on Thursday, April 11, 2019. 

• Spoke about Elena Barrera, Chair of the State Student Advisory Council, who 
notified him and the Chairman of her resignation. She recognized she needed 
to resign in order to have the time necessary for a strong finish this academic 



  

year as she prepares to transfer and transition into an Engineering program. 
She has provided tremendous leadership to the SSAC group this year 
including: the passage of legislation – a bill to remove resident status as a 
prerequisite to participation in SSAC and the SSAC trip to Washington DC to 
name only a few. Len will be honored for her service at a future meeting. 

• Recognized Stacie Amaya for her work with the SSAC students and for her 
work on the Rising Stars Luncheon. 

• Welcomed Jeneen Ibrahim as the SSAC representative for this meeting and 
possibly future ones prior to the election of a new SSAC Chair. 

• Announced that the Commencement dates and Board member assignments 
are included in the hand carry folder. 

• Spoke about the Employee Recognition Celebration – CCCS Commitment to 
Excellence Awards. This event is our opportunity to recognize a group of 
employees from each of our 13 colleges. The awardees represent faculty, 
instructors, classified and Administrative-Professional-Technical (APT) 
employees. 

• Participated in the annual Rising Stars Award luncheon hosted by the State 
Student Advisory Council. Students from all 13 Colorado Community Colleges 
were recognized for their dedication toward giving outstanding service to our 
college communities and to our communities at large via their participation in 
student activities. Also recognized were two college administrative leaders, one 
of which was President Michelle Haney, who have demonstrated outstanding 
support for students and student activities at their colleges. 

• Wished President Oudenhoven and Community College of Aurora well as they 
are one of five finalists for the Award of Excellence for Advancing Diversity  at 
the upcoming annual American Association of Community Colleges 
Conference. 

• Participated in a faculty conversation about diversity and inclusion at the 
Community College of Aurora (CCA) on April 5 and will participate in a Diversity 
in Hiring session at Pikes Peak Community College on May 2.  

• Spoke about the legislative session and the effort by many and thanked all 
those involved, including the Presidents. CCCS has been focused on legislation 
that improves Student Success like the bill on improving student outcomes 
through new techniques such as supplemental academic instruction and co-
requisite instruction and a bill to improve the Concurrent Enrollment law. In 
terms of affordability, as the state budget moved through the legislative process 
we engaged constantly to keep intact the Governor’s 13% increase for higher 
education accompanied by no increase in resident undergraduate tuition rates 
for the coming year. 

• Discussed issues on the federal front. There has been media coverage of an 
Executive Order from President Trump on (1) Free Inquiry (2) Transparency 
and Accountability at Colleges and Universities. Though the media focused on 
the use of college and university campuses for expressive activities, there is 
considerable substance in this EO on transparency and accountability. There 



  

are significant reporting requirements placed on the U.S. Secretary of 
Education. As we learn more from the US Department of Education on the 
Transparency and Accountability changes, information will be shared. 

• Mentioned the CEO Action for Diversity and Inclusion campaign. This is the 
largest CEO driven business commitment to advance equity and inclusion in 
the workplace. Dr. Ryan Ross, the Associate Vice-Chancellor for Student 
Affairs and Equity and Inclusion, brought this opportunity forward because it 
aligns with our strategic plan and is a great way to bolster equity conversations 
on our campuses. I will be joining Dr. Ross, President Jay Lee, and the Equity 
and Inclusion Council for a pledge-signing event at Northeastern Junior College 
on Thursday, April 18.  

E. Presidents’ Reports 
• Dr. Betsy Oudenhoven, President, Community College of Aurora (CCA), 

reported:  

• CCA has participated in the United Nations program national competition for 
five years. They have won an award every year. In 2019, there were 5,000 
students and 200 institutions of higher education participating. CCA’s 
delegation won an Honorable Mention. 

• Dr. Curt Freed, President, Morgan Community College (MCC), reported on two 
funding updates: 

 MCC first received $160,000 from Colorado Opportunity Scholarship 
Initiative (COSI) partnership. They used it to hire staff to do Success 
Coaching with high schools in Ft. Morgan. MCC then accepted 
$218,000 more to help the broad area served by MCC. 

 The National Science Foundation (NSF) notified MCC of an award. 
The project that has been funded is called “Industrial Controls and 
Telematics across Disciplines.” It is a $300,000 project over a three-
year funding period. 

• Dr. Everette Freeman, President, Community College of Denver (CCD), 
reported: 

• The Society of Professional Journalists holds competitions for best student 
publications each year. The CCD publication, “The Star:Journal of 
Excellence,” won first place as Best Student Magazine for  region 9, which 
includes Colorado, New Mexico, Utah, and Wyoming. They will move on to 
the national competition.  

• Ron Granger, President, Colorado Northwestern Community College (CNCC), 
reported: 

• As of April 1, 2019, CNCC has now hired three Vice Presidents and is at full 
staff. 

• They held an annual Foundation dinner and raised more than $70,000 for 
the second year in a row. 

• Dr. Michele Haney, President, Red Rocks Community College, reported: 



  

• The RRCC Cybersecurity team has been very successful in the region. The 
team was offered the opportunity to go to Singapore to participate in an 
international competition. They are sponsored by LogRhythm Inc. (Boulder.) 

• Dr. Tim Alvarez, President, Otero Junior College, reported: 

• OJC has their first New Century Workforce Scholar. The student is Holly 
Carter and she won out of 2,000 applicants. 

V. PUBLIC COMMENTS 
None 

VI. DISCUSSION AND ACTION ITEMS 
A. Fiscal Year 2019-2020 Tuition and Fees 

• Pres Askew made a motion to approve the Fiscal Year 2019-2020 Tuition and 
Fees. Dr. Russ Meyer seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 

B. Request for Approval - Northeastern Junior Community 
College Yuma Building 
• Dr. Russ Meyer made a motion to approve the Request for Approval - 

Northeastern Junior Community College Yuma Building. Rollie Heath seconded 
the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 

C. Request for Approval - Pikes Peak Community College Building 
Renovation, Downtown Studio Campus, Gowdy Building 
• Pres Askew made a motion to approve the PPCC Building 

Renovation, Downtown Studio Campus, Gowdy Building. Dr. Russ Meyer 
seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 

D. Request for Approval - Front Range Community College Purchase of Amatrol 
Industrial Training Systems for Automation & Engineering Technology Program 
• Rollie Heath made a motion to approve the FRCC Purchase of Amatrol 

Industrial Training Systems for Automation & Engineering Technology Program. 
Dr. Russ Meyer seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 

VII. ADJOURNMENT  

There being no further business to bring before the Board, Pres Askew made a 
motion to adjourn the State Board for Community Colleges and Occupational 
Education meeting and Rollie Heath seconded the motion. The motion passed 
unanimously. The meeting adjourned at 11:16 a.m. MST. 


