
STATE BOARD FOR COMMUNITY COLLEGES 
AND OCCUPATIONAL EDUCATION 

Meeting Minutes 
February 13, 2019 

Approved at SBCCOE Meeting on March 13, 2019

Colorado Community College System 
9101 E. Lowry Blvd., Denver, CO 80230 

Board Room – 2nd Floor 

I. CALL TO ORDER (10:44 a.m.)

A. Pledge of Allegiance

B. Roll Call

Dr. Byron McClenney, Chair, called the State Board for Community Colleges and 
Occupational Education (SBCCOE) to order at 10:44 a.m. MST, at which time a 
quorum of the board members were present. 

Members Present: 

Dr. Byron McClenney (Chair) 
Pres Askew 
Giugi Carminati 
Jim Johnson 
Dr. Russ Meyer 

Theresa Peña  
Daniel Villanueva - telephonically 
Kelly O’Dell – SFAC Representative 
Len Barrera – SSAC Representative

Members Absent:  Rollie Heath, Ken Weil 

II. GENERAL BUSINESS

A. Approval of Minutes
Theresa Peña made a motion to approve the December 12, 2018 regular session 
meeting minutes. Dr. Russ Meyer seconded the motion. The motion passed 
unanimously. 

B. Approval of Agenda
Pres Askew made a motion to approve the agenda for February 13, 2019 as written. 
Jim Johnson seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 

C. Recognition of Jim Johnson, Member, State Board for Community Colleges
and Occupational Education

The State Board for Community Colleges and Occupational Education recognized 
Mr. Jim Johnson and expressed its sincere gratitude for his years of service to the 
State Board and to the Colorado Community College System. A signed copy of the 
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resolution was presented to Mr. Johnson with the respect and gratitude of the 
members of the Board and the Chancellor of the Colorado Community College 
System. 

III. CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS 

Dr. Byron McClenney asked the board members if, after having had a full discussion 
of all the consent agenda items in the work session, there were any other comments 
to be added. There were none. 

A. CCCS Strategic Plan, Priorities (2018-2019), Proposed Metrics 
B. Front Range Community College – Proposal to Name Portions   

  of the Center for Integrated Manufacturing 
C. Front Range Community College – Proposal to Name a Classroom in Honor 

  of David Skiles 
 

Jim Johnson made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda. Dr. Russ Meyer 
seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 

IV. REPORTS   

A. Board Chair, Dr. Byron McClenney, reported: 
• Appointed Daniel Villanueva to assume the role of Audit Committee Chair 

beginning with the March/April meeting of that committee. 

• Expressed appreciation for all of the excellent college and staff reports that are 
submitted each month. 

B. Student Representative, Len Barrera, reported: 
• The bill to remove the in-state resident requirement from statute has passed the 

House Education Committee with a unanimous vote of 12-0. Expressed thanks 
to all who have assisted with the bill. 

• Each SSAC representative will host a table at their respective campus to 
promote SSAC accomplishments and information such as:  

• Transcript Recognition for SSAC Members 

• Career Closet – donated professional wear that is free to all students  

• Upcoming SSAC Spring elections 

• A comprehensive survey to create a data base for college-wide student 
concerns 

• Rising Star Award Ceremony 

• Current Bill status 
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• The results of the comprehensive survey will be used to set the agenda for the 
SSAC Council of 2019. The group is holding an internal contest to inspire 
representatives to be creative and gather as many surveys as possible. 

• Members of SSAC will again travel to Washington D.C. in 2019. They have 
made progress on the “one-pagers” for federal concerns, which will be centered 
on student loans and repayment. SSAC Treasurer, Ryan Holmes, has taken 
the lead on this topic and has done an impressive amount of research. 
Meetings with legislators are being scheduled and the group is looking forward 
to the opportunity to advocate for and represent CCCS while in the nation’s 
capital. 

C. Faculty Representative, Kelly O’Dell, reported: 
• The State Faculty Advisory Council (SFAC) met on Friday, February 8 and 

faculty evaluations continue to be a topic of conversation. Many of the CCCS 
colleges are revising documentation and sharing across schools. 

• Talking with instructors to receive feedback on what may benefit their 
experience. 

D. System Chancellor, Joseph Garcia, reported: 
• Met with many legislators and appeared before legislative committees including 

presentations to the Joint Budget Committee, Joint Education Committee, 
Capital Development Committee, and the Joint Technology Committee.   

• Thanked the Board members, Presidents, and students who participated in 
CCCS Day at the Capitol on January 30.  By all accounts, a great success!   
Thanked staff and lobbyists for a well- organized set of events that show cased 
our colleges. Special thanks given to SSAC Chair, Elena Barrera for her 
leadership and role in the day. The presence of students makes a difference. 

• Announced that Thursday, February 21 will be Higher Education Opportunity 
and Equity Day at the Capitol. Many from the higher education community will 
join in connecting with legislators about erasing equity and opportunity gaps.   

• Stated that three semi-finalists for the position as President at Trinidad State 
Junior College (TSJC) were announced publically. The candidates, Ron 
Slinger, Dr. Diana Pino, and Dr. Rhonda Epper are participating in campus 
visits in Trinidad and Alamosa on February 13 and 14, and interviews at the 
System Office on February 15. After checking references and reviewing all of 
the feedback, the selection of the Finalist will be made during the week of 
February 25. The process requires the finalist to be made public for 14 days 
and after the 14-day period, a contract will be finalized. 

• Pleased with our first System diversity hiring fair on December 10, and 
appreciate all of the hiring managers, faculty and others from our 13 colleges 
and system that came to welcome diverse candidates to apply to join us.  

• Participated in a 2-day meeting of the Colorado Workforce Development 
Council (CWDC) as Chair of the Education and Training Committee and as a 
member of Executive Committee. 
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• Announced that the Department of Higher Education will be holding a special 
meeting of the higher education CEOs and CFOs later this month for the 
purpose of beginning the dialogue about potential revisions to the higher 
education funding formula.   

• Reported that the CCCS Foundation has received a number of gifts. 

• Late last year, the Colorado Opportunity Scholarship Initiative awarded the 
Foundation $689,479 to support matching student scholarships. This 
funding will be matched by our college foundations and awarded to students 
over the next 18 months.   

• In addition, COSI is providing $61,540 to be utilized to match endowed 
scholarship gifts given to the Foundation for Colorado Community Colleges.  
This challenge requires the Foundation to raise $500,000 in new 
endowment gifts. 

• The Foundation has already been able to leverage this matching opportunity 
and recently received a gift of $350,000 from the Stone Family Foundation.  
This is the largest single gift from the Stone family and brings their 
endowment to over $1.5 million. 

• The Anschutz Foundation has awarded $120,000 to provide scholarships to 
students at our six urban colleges. This funding requires a match of $20,000 
from each of the colleges. 

• The Foundation also closed a gift of $15,325 from a new donor, “Helping the 
Homeless Colorado,” that will support scholarships for homeless students.  
“Helping the Homeless Colorado” is a non-profit that was founded by a 
group of Cherry Creek students who are now high school juniors. 

• Announced that the Foundation is again preparing for the PTK All-Colorado 
Team celebration on Wednesday, March 13. Dr. Ryan Ross will be the keynote 
speaker and 40 students will be honored. The luncheon will take place at the 
History Colorado Center and is sponsored by Credit Union of Colorado. 

E. Dr. Patty Erjavec, President, Pueblo Community College (PCC), reported: 
• Former US Representative, Beto O’Rourke, made a surprise visit to PCC on his 

travels through the area. Even with just an hour to prepare for the visit, there 
was great student involvement and interaction with Mr. O’Rourke. 

• Governor Polis will be at PCC for a community Town Hall on Saturday, 
February 16. 

F. Dr. Michele Haney, President, Red Rocks Community College (RRCC), reported: 
• RRCC received the draft report for the Higher Learning Commission (HLC) 

visit. There were no comments made in the report. There is no follow-up 
needed by RRCC following the HLC visit. 

• RRCC held the Rocky Mountain Collegiate Cyber Defense competition on 
campus in January. Participants included University of Colorado, Colorado 
State University, School of Mines, University of New Mexico, the Air Force 
Academy, and many others. RRCC placed first in the competition. 
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G. Dr. Everette Freeman, President, Community College of Denver (CCD), reported: 
• Tommy Williams, in attendance and  faculty member for CCD, was 

acknowledged by President Freeman for the work he is doing in the Criminal 
Justice program 

• On Thursday, March 7, the annual “Breakfast of Champions” will take place at 
CCD. The CCD Foundation sponsors the event and scholarship recipients 
enjoy breakfast with those that provide the scholarships. 

H. Dr. Diana Doyle, President, Arapahoe Community College (ACC), reported: 
• ACC will begin offering a Property Management Apprenticeship Program in 

partnership with the Apartment Association of Metropolitan Denver. It will be a 
five-semester program. Students that complete the program will receive two 
national certifications. 

• The HLC has approved the BSN Completion degree for ACC. Classes will 
potentially begin in the summer of 2019. If not, they will begin in the fall of 2019. 

V. PUBLIC COMMENTS 
None 

VI. DISCUSSION AND ACTION ITEMS 
A. Board Policy – Reserves Requirements and Use 

• The Board Policy – Reserves Requirements and Use will be presented as an 
item for a vote at the State Board meeting on March 13, 2019. 

B. Red Rocks Community College BAS in Secure Software Development 
• Dr. Russ Meyer made a motion to approve the Red Rocks Community College 

BAS in Secure Software Development. Giugi Carminati seconded the motion. 
The motion passed unanimously 

C. Morgan Community College – Facility Master Plan Approval 
• Pres Askew made a motion to approve the Morgan Community College – 

Facility Master Plan Approval. Dr. Russ Meyer seconded the motion. The 
motion passed unanimously. 

D. Morgan Community College – Poplar Hall Spending Authority Request 
• Dr. Russ Meyer made a motion to approve the Morgan Community College – 

Poplar Hall Spending Authority Request. Jim Johnson seconded the motion. 
The motion passed unanimously. 

E. Board Policy 3-24 Drug-Free Workplace 
• Pres Askew made a motion to approve the Board Policy 3-24 Drug-Free 

Workplace. Giugi Carminati seconded the motion. The motion passed 
unanimously 
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VII. EXECUTIVE SESSION 
Dr. Russ Meyer moved that the Board convene in executive session pursuant to 
Colorado Revised Statutes sections 24-6-402(3)(a)(II) and 24-6-402(3)(b)(I) to 
confer with the Board’s attorney for the purpose of receiving legal advice and to 
discuss personnel matters. Theresa Peña seconded the motion. The motion passed 
unanimously. 

VIII. ADJOURNMENT  

There being no further business to bring before the Board, Pres Askew made a 
motion to exit the Executive Session and Giugi Carminati seconded the motion. The 
motion passed unanimously. Pres Askew then made a motion to adjourn the State 
Board for Community Colleges and Occupational Education meeting and Dr. Russ 
Meyer seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. The meeting 
adjourned at 11:56 a.m. MST. 
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