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MONDAY
SP&BC Fire PD

Spanish Peaks & Bon Carbo Fire
Protection District Monthly - Board
of Directors meeting - 9 a.m.
Monday - Century Financial Group
office, 109 W. Main - Trinidad.

Arthritis Exercise
Arthritis Exercise Class – Every

Mon. - 9 a.m. at Corazon Square & 1
p.m. at Early Learning Center.
Registration & information call: 845-
1133 ext. 224.

Economic Development
Board of Directors Meeting –

Trinidad & Las Animas Co – 12 - 2
p.m. Monday - 134 West Main Street
(Bell Block) - Suite 12.

Community Chorale
Rehearsals begin for Christmas

Program – Every Mon. evening at
6:15 p.m. at the Methodist Church,
Broom & State Streets. New
members welcome. No auditions
required.

Trinidad Italian Club
Trinidad Italian Club meeting - 7

p.m. Monday – NEW LOCATION:
Trinidad History Museum – 312 East
Main Street.

TUESDAY
Las Animas County

The Las Animas County Board of
County Commissioners - 9 a.m.
Tuesday - Las Animas County
Courthouse Rm. 201.

Pastor’s Text Study
Meeting - 9 a.m. Tues., Zion’s

Lutheran Fellowship Hall. All
Pastors welcome.

Kiwanis Luncheon 
Kiwanis Luncheon – 12 p.m.

Every Tuesday - A Little Catering
Company.

Aguilar Wildcats
Board of Education regular

meeting – 4 p.m. Tues in the Board
Meeting Room. To follow: “Back to
School Night” Spaghetti Dinner –
5:30 to 7:30 p.m. in the Commons
Room at the school. Call 719-941-4188
/ Natalie Grubelnik for information.

RIVER CALL

WEATHER WATCH

Purgatoire river call as of
9/11/09, Hoehne priority #9
1/1/1863

Trinidad Lake accounting:
Release, 155.50 acre ft.; Inflow, 65.02
acre ft.; Evaporation, 8.52 acre ft.;
Content, 14,076 acre ft.; Elevation,
6170.32; Precipitation, 0.

Downstream River Call, Highland
4/1/1884.

(Provided by Division of Water
Resources)

Today: A 10 percent chance
of showers and thunder-
storms after noon. Patchy
fog before 7am. Otherwise,
partly cloudy, with a high near
81. Southwest wind around 5
mph becoming calm. 

Tonight: A 10 percent chance of showers
and thunderstorms before midnight. Partly
cloudy, with a low around 50. East wind 5 to 10
mph becoming west southwest. 

Tomorrow: A 20 percent
chance of showers and
thunderstorms after noon.
Partly cloudy, with a high
near 79. North northwest
wind around 5 mph. 

Tomorrow Night: A slight
chance of showers and
thunderstorms. Mostly cloudy,
with a low around 49. Calm wind becoming
southwest around 5 mph. Chance of precipita-
tion is 20%.

MONDAY
SEPTEMBER 14, 2009

C-N STAFF REPORT

Trinidad, like many other communities across
America, took time out last Friday to honor the
memory of those who died September 11, 2001 in the
terrorist attacks against our nation.

At Trinidad St. Jr. College, a U.S. soldier and vet-
eran of the war in Iraq and Afghanistan took time
away from his  college studies to salute the 8th
anniversary of the September 11 attacks.

On Friday afternoon U.S. Marine Sgt. Chris
Acheson was present at the flagpole in front of the
Berg Administration Bldg. for the  lowering of the
flags  at TSJC – an event that occurs each afternoon
on campus. On this day, however, a small group had
gathered. College President Felix Lopez, other facul-
ty members and a handful of students stood by qui-
etly  as Ray Maldonado prepared  to take down the
Colorado flag and the U.S. flag.

Sgt. Acheson, who stood a short distance apart
from the crowd, came sharply to attention in the
familiar stance of a well-trained soldier. Dressed in
the patriotic colors and finely pressed uniform of a
U.S. Marine officer, he saluted and remained at atten-
tion as the flags were lowered.

When the flags were down, Sergeant Acheson
helped Maldonado fold them, then he handed the
flags to President Lopez.

“I remember exactly where I was on September
11,” Atcheson told The Chronicle-News. “I was still in
high school back then. We were in the gym and they
turned on the television so we could watch what was
happening. It was a sad day, a horrible day. I
remember how I felt when I saw that plane go into
that second tower. I knew at that moment I was
going to enlist. I wanted to serve my country.”

Atcheson, who is from Superior, Mont, had no
hesitation about which branch of the military he’d
choose. “I wanted to be a Marine. For the tradition,
the honor, the pride. I wanted to be the best.”

He served his 4-year tour of duty in Iraq and
Afghanistan.

Now enrolled at TSJC  in the Line Technician pro-
gram, Acheson retains the pride of a Marine – it’s in
his stance and in his voice when he speaks.

“I’m proud to be an American,” he said.
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U.S. Marine Sgt. Chris Acheson, right, salutes as TSJC staff member Ray Maldonado lowers the flags Friday
during a ceremony honoring the memory of victims of the September 11, 2001 terrorist attacts on America.

DENVER (AP) — A man charged
with first-degree murder in the drive-
by shooting death of Denver Broncos
cornerback Darrent Williams says he
wasn't involved.

"I feel bad about what happened to
him, but I am fighting for my life over
something I did not do," Willie Clark
told The Denver Post for a story pub-
lished in Sunday editions.

Prosecutors contend Clark, 26, fired
fatal shots into Williams' limousine
from an SUV on New Year's Day 2007
after Williams left a night club. An
indictment says Williams and Clark
had been at the club with separate
groups that exchanged taunts.

On Friday, an indictment accusing
Mario Anderson and Kataina
"Markie" Jackson-Keeling of perjury
in the case was unsealed. It said both
men told a grand jury they were not in
the SUV at the time of the shooting.
That contradicted testimony from
other witnesses, who are charged with
federal crimes in a separate drug traf-
ficking investigation.

Clark told The Denver Post that
prosecutors charged the wrong people
with perjury while allowing other wit-
nesses to lie about his role in Williams'
death and in another homicide in
exchange for deals in their own cases.

"I just want to point out how prose-
cutors fabricate cases and how they
seek out these other people and offer
these crazy deals," he said.

Denver district attorney's spokes-
woman Lynn Kimbrough declined to
comment on Clark's accusations.

"We are bound by the professional
rules of conduct, so we are not free to
respond with a pending trial," she
said.

In addition to the Williams case,
Clark is accused of killing a witness in

Suspect denies
killing Broncos'
Darrent Williams

Continued on page 10
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Special to the Chronicle

Nick Ruybalid and Andrew
Massarotti are eagerly awaiting the
100th Anniversary Scout Jamboree,
which will be held in July of 2010.

Ruybalid and Massarotti applied
and were accepted by the Rocky
Mountain Council to join the newly
formed Jamboree Troop #902 out of
Pueblo. Currently Troop #902 is made
up of 21 boys and five adult leaders
from the numerous troops throughout
the Rocky Mountain Council District.

The Jamboree Troop will leave
Colorado Springs and fly to New York
for fifteen days of adventure on July
21, 2010. To date the plans for the
entire Jamboree trip have not been
finalized. However, stops at St.
Patrick’s Cathedral, Rockefeller
Center, Times Square and the Empire
State Building are on the list of possi-
bilities.

The Troop will visit the Statue of
Liberty and Ellis Island. They will

then take a bus tour of the city and
spend the following night in
Philadelphia. From there they will
make a trip to Washington D.C. to take
a tour of Mount Vernon, the
Smithsonian Complex-Air and Space
Museum, the White House, Boy Scout
Memorial, Capitol Hill and Supreme
Court as well as the Library of
Congress and much, much more.

Stops at patriotic memorials such
as the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier
and the Arlington National Cemetery
are also on the agenda for the
Jamboree scouts. The 2010 National
Scout Jamboree will be held at Fort
A.P. Hill, Virginia where troops from
all over the nation will pitch tents and
participate in scouting activities
geared to teach team work and build
self confidence in their scouting abili-
ties.

Nick and Andrew are currently
part of Trinidad Troop 269. Nick is the
13-year-old son of Frank and Sara
Ruybalid. He is a 2nd Class Scout and

is the Librarian and Bugler. He enjoys
swimming, playing the trumpet and
sports. Nick is looking forward to fly-
ing for the first time. He hopes to reach
the rank of Eagle Scout and go into
medicine.

Andrew is the 15-year-old son of
Jim and Gay Lee Massarotti. He is a
1st Class Scout and serves as the Troop
Guide. He enjoys reading, drawing
and camping. He hopes to join his
Dad, Uncle Bill and his cousins in the
honored rank of Eagle Scout. He has
dreamed of going to a National
Jamboree since he was a Tiger Cub in
the first grade. He is excited to be trav-
eling the furthest away from home that
he has ever been and is looking for-
ward to the learning experience.
Andrew plans to be a forensic scientist
when he graduates from college.

Both of the boys have been working
hard since last April to raise the funds
needed to go on the trip. Their current
fundraisers include selling popcorn,
flashlights and coffee.

Two local Scouts plan ahead for 100th Anniversary National Scout Jamboree
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Nick Ruybalid and Andrew Massarotti will represent Trinidad Troop 269 at the 100th year Anniversary National Scout Jamboree
in Fort A.P.Hill,  Virginia in July 2010.

Iraqi war veteran
remembers the
victims of the
9-11 attacks




