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Aims Community College Cuts Ribbon 
on New Automotive and Technology Center 

 
 
The Aims Community College Automotive program will anchor the new 45,000-square-foot Aims 
Automotive & Technology Center in Windsor, which will open its doors to students this spring 
semester. A ribbon-cutting was for the new center took place on January 6. 

A partnership with Snap-on Tools will create a regional diagnostic certification center at the site for the 
automotive tool giant. The certification center will attract automotive professionals from across the Front 
Range and beyond to learn the latest in automotive diagnostics as Aims will be one of only 100 locations in 
the country where students can train to become certified in the Snap-on technology. 
 
“We’re selecting only the finest schools across the country to become a Snap-on Transportation Center of 
Excellence,” said Frederick Brookhouse, business education partnership manager for the Wisconsin-based 
company. “We expect this partnership to be one that is featured across the country as a model of how business 
and education can work together.” 
  
Aims Community College will also offer Snap-on diagnostic certification training to current automotive technicians 
in the Northern Colorado area. 
  
“We are very happy to have Snap-on Tools recognize our outstanding automotive programs at Aims,” said Aims 
Dean Dan Doherty. “We have been planning for the new facility to be groundbreaking in its design and 
curricula. Having  the most advanced technology in diagnostic testing through Snap-on will further our efforts to 
establish Aims and Northern Colorado as a national leader in automotive technology.” 
  
The Aims Automotive Center at Windsor is located at U.S. Highway 34 and County Road 17, west of the Iron 
Mountain Autoplex. Features include the 20,000-square-foot Snap-On Automotive Lab along with automotive 
service, collision and welding bays, computer and science labs, classrooms, office and conference room space.  

Along with consolidating all of the Aims Automotive programs into one central, cutting-edge facility, the 
new facility will allow students the opportunity to take a full-range of college courses. The Windsor site 
will offer courses in English, humanities, art, psychology, economics, history, political science, biology, 
chemistry, math, reading and more. 
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CTSO Related 
 

 
State FCCLA Officer Gives a 
Round-up Report on Fall District Conferences 

  
Brook Zuege 

 
The following is a wrap-up report on FCCLA’s Fall District Conferences. It was written by 
Brook Zuege, Colorado FCCLA’s Vice President of Peer Education. 
 
Over the past few months, FCCLA Districts all around Colorado came together for speakers, 
workshops, and FCCLA:  
 
On October 14, the Northeastern and Eastern Plains Districts met for their conference at the 
Northeastern Junior College in Sterling. The theme was “FCCLA: Not Just a Show”.  
 
The original guest speaker wasn’t able to come. The conference was saved by one of the biology 
professors at NJC. She discussed what all was offered in the science department and how the 
opportunities gained in FCCLA can be applied in college. For coming in last minute, this professor 
was an excellent speaker.  
 
After the speaker, everyone was dismissed to go to workshops. State Officers, Jonathan Tramp 
and Brook Zuege, presented a teambuilding workshop with communication improvement 
activities. Other workshops included: making smart food choices, FCCLA knowledge, and 
Alive at 25. After the workshops, all attendees came back together and watched a multi-media 
show, which concluded the conference.  
  
In early November, the Scenic West District held their conference in Grand Junction. State 
Officer Kaitlyn Hill conducted the workshop, “Winning the Game of Life”. The key point of this 
workshop was increasing cancer awareness.  
 
Another District that held their conference in November was the Northern District. Their keynote 
speaker was Josh Sosha, and he talked about relationships and having “a game plan”. State 
officer Ashlee Shaw presented a workshop on community service called, “Get a Monopoly on 
Community Service”. Another workshop presented there was focused on cancer awareness. 
They had a great turn out and overall a great time. 
  
The Holiday Inn in the Denver West Village was where you could find the Mountain Shadows 
Fall District Conference on November 6. The conference opened with an icebreaker and was 
followed by the keynote speaker, Dr. Keith Jacobus. He spoke about the development of a 
teenager’s brain. Next on the agenda were workshops presented by State Officers Daniella 
Nillen, Liz Supinski, and Mari Jurado, about STAR Events with an FCCLA Jeopardy theme! 
Other workshops included: culinary arts (“Hungry, Hungry, Chef Troy”), a twist on Recycle and 
Redesign (“Twister”), and the impact of choices (“Trouble”).  
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CCLA Fall District Conference season has wrapped up and now we roll to the next event: Winter 
District Conferences! 
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You're Invited to Enjoy Wine and Food 
from Top Chefs at FFA Foundation's Taste of Elegance 

 
 
The public is invited to join twelve renowned Colorado chefs at the 2010 Taste of Elegance 
benefiting youth in agriculture through the Colorado FFA Foundation. 
 
The event features: 

- the finest pork entree's available  
 

- sampling of colorado wines  
 

- people’s choice voting for top chef honors  
 

- a warm evening for you and your friends 
  
 

The special night begins on Monday, February 1 at 6:30 p.m. Cost is: $20 per person or just 
 $30 per couple. Space is limited to first 150 couples. Pre-registration at: 
www.coloradoffafoundation.org by January 25 is required. E-mail 
dthorn@coloradoffafoundation.org for more information.  
 
The Taste of Elegance is co-sponsored by coloradowine.com, Sysco’s White Marble Farms 
and the Colorado Pork Producer’s Council. 
 
 

- CLICK BROWSER BACK BUTTON TO RETURN TO ISSUE INDEX – 
 
Colorado FFA President Marches in Rose Bowl Parade 

 
Josh Sonnenberg (front, second from right), Colorado FFA president, joins other state FFA presidents in front of RFD-TV’s float honoring the FFA in the Rose 
Parade. The float won the Craftsman Award, a trophy honoring exceptional showmanship and dramatic impact for floats over 55 feet. 
 
State FFA president Josh Sonnenberg rung in the new year in a unique way. On January 1, the 
Sterling High School graduate marched in the 121st Rose Parade in Pasadena, Calif. 
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Sonnenberg marched alongside RFD-TV's “FFA Today” float during the parade. The parade route 
was approximately six miles, he said. 
 
Sonnenberg said when Patrick Gottsch, founder and president of RFD-TV, found out this year's 
parade theme was going to be “A Cut Above the Rest,” he knew he wanted to get FFA involved. 
 
Marching on and surrounding the float were 52 FFA presidents from every U.S. state, Puerto Rico 
and the Virgin Islands, including Sonnenberg; the 2009-2010 National FFA Officer Team; National 
FFA Advisor Dr. Larry Case; and the four Stars Over America Winners. 
 
According to the RFD-TV Web site, www.rfdtv.com, the “FFA Today” float was one of the largest in 
the parade, measuring 75 feet long, 30 feet tall and 18 feet wide. It featured three gigantic 
sculptures depicting FFA members engaging in agricultural, educational and development 
activities. 
 
The float was further highlighted by several elements from the FFA emblem, each with a 
significant meaning. Alongside the emblem was: a sleek horse; a combine; barn and windmill; a 
stand of evergreens; a grove of fruit trees; and urban buildings and a communications satellite — 
contrasting with the rural features to display the scope of FFA activities. 
 
According to RFD-TV, the float was designed to represent all FFA members, past and present, as 
well as portray a most positive image of agriculture into rural, suburban and urban-based homes.  

Sonnenberg got to help put the final touches on the float. In addition to more than 10,000 fresh 
flowers, the float was decorated with commodities grown by the American farmer, including corn, 
wheat, soybeans, and cotton.  
 
Besides walking in the parade, Sonnenberg also participated in interviews and educated people 
about ag education and FFA. 
 
Sonnenberg is about halfway through his year of service as state FFA president and he say's so far 
it's been fun. 
 
“It's hard to think I'm six months in and there are only six months left,” he said.  
 
He described his time as president so far as “fast and furious.” Sonnenberg spends a lot of time on 
the road.  
 
While most of his traveling is done around the state, Sonnenberg, along with the other state FFA 
officers, recently had the chance to travel to another country. They visited China in November. 
“It was fun,” he said. Sonnenberg said they spent time learning about agriculture and the culture 
there. 
 
In addition to the parade plus the National Western Stock Show, Sonnenberg and the other state 
officers have several events coming up that they're preparing for. They are preparing for a 
number of activities they’ll be doing for FFA Week, Feb. 20-27.  
 
Sonnenberg said the officers will also be helping with the Governor's Forum on Colorado 
Agriculture and the Colorado Agriculture Hall of Fame Banquet, both on Feb. 18. 
 
His role as state president may be keeping him busy, but Sonnenberg is enjoying it. 
“It's a once in a lifetime opportunity,” he said. “I'm having a blast.” Courtesy of the Sterling 
Journal-Advocate. 
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DECA Financial Literacy Workshop Attracts 100+ 

 
Mountain View High School sophomore Kevin Bell receives 
a $250 check from a College Invest representative. 
 
On December 10, more than 100 parents, students and community members attended “Believe 
in Your Financial Future: a Free Financial Literacy Workshop for Parents and Teens” at 
Mountain View High School’s Sue E. Wall Auditorium in Loveland. 
 
Organizers report that the night was a huge success due to the organization, planning and 
coordinating of students from Thompson School District’s DECA and Mountain View High 
School’s Sales and Advertising class. 
 
“I learned so much planning, coordinating and implementing this event, ” commented MVHS 
Senior Zach Glazier, “it was great seeing our hard work pay off.  We received some very positive 
feedback from students and parents.”   
 
The workshop featured many great speakers including representatives from College Invest, 
Patterson Tabert Law Office, First National Bank, and the Colorado State University 
Larimer County Extension Office. More than $500 in door prizes were given to attendees.  The 
night’s big winner was MVHS sophomore Kevin Bell, who won the grand prize of a $250 
scholarship from College Invest. 
 
First National Bank also made a contribution of more than $500 to Thompson School District 
DECA as a result of students and parents taking advantage of their special Free Checking account 
offer.  The CSU Extension Office made a $200 donation to help defray the costs of direct mail for 
the event.   
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UPDATES 
 

 

2009-2010 VE-135/VE-130 Reporting Update 

 
 
The VE-135/VE-130 Data Collection Site opened for the 2009-2010 
reporting  year on December 1.  The website address is https://ve135.cccs.edu. 
 
Please continue to monitor the CTE Trends e-newsletter for important VE-135 
announcements throughout the 2009-2010 reporting year. 
 
In order to meet the quickly changing state and federal data accountability mandates, 
there will again be reporting changes for the 2009-2010 year that will affect how you are 
required to collect and submit the VE-135 enrollment and follow-up student data. 
 
CCCS is required by law to collect the VE-135 follow-up and enrollment data each year 
in order to comply with the accountability requirements set forth by both the state 
funded Colorado Technical Act (CTA) and the federally funded Carl D. Perkins Act. 
 
You must report the VE-135 data even if you do NOT receive state or federal funding for 
your approved CTE programs because the data is used in the program renewal process 
and civil rights monitoring visits. 
 
Contact Julie Eddy, CTE Accountability Director, by email at julie.eddy@cccs.edu or by 
phone at 303.595.1527 with any CTE data reporting questions or comments.  You may 
also contact Tim Cousineau, CTE Programmer Analyst, by email at 
tim.cousineau@cccs.edu or by phone at 720-858-2843 with CTE data reporting 
questions or VE-135 website technical assistance.  
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CTE Leadership 

 
Position E-mail Phone 

Interim Vice President, 
Academic & Student Affairs 

Geri.Anderson@cccs.edu 720-858-2759 

Curriculum Director Laura.Mullen@cccs.edu 720-858-2747 
Program Assistant Sherrill.Albert@cccs.edu 303-595-1564 

Dean, CTE Scott.Stump@cccs.edu 303-595-1578 

https://ve135.cccs.edu
mailto:julie.eddy@cccs.edu
mailto:tim.cousineau@cccs.edu
mailto:Geri.Anderson@cccs.edu
mailto:Laura.Mullen@cccs.edu
mailto:Sherrill.Albert@cccs.edu
mailto:Scott.Stump@cccs.edu
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Office Manager TBA   
CTE Web Designer Victoria.Ekelund@cccs.edu 303-595-1613 

CTA Manager Casey.Sacks@cccs.edu 720-858-2841 
Perkins Director Lorrie.Toni@cccs.edu 303-595-1565 
      Coordinator CTA & Perkins, 
      Fiscal General Accountant 

Jennifer.Austin@cccs.edu 720-858-2760 

CTE Accountability Director 
VE 130, VE 135 

Julie.Eddy@cccs.edu 303-595-1527 

CTE Programmer Analyst Shuxin.Yin@cccs.edu 303-595-1644 
CTE Programmer Analyst Tim.Cousineau@cccs.edu 720-858-2738 

   
CTE Program Assistance   
Agriculture Education   
Program Director Michael.Womochil@cccs.edu 720-858-2808 
Asst. Program Director,  

FFA State Advisor 
Kenton.Ochsner@cccs.edu 720-858-2765 

Administrative Assistant Sherri.McCusker@cccs.edu 720-858-2741 
Business and Marketing   
Program Director Laurie.Urich@cccs.edu 720-858-2746 
Asst. Program Director,  

DECA State Advisor 
Everett.Vaughan@cccs.edu 303-595-1576 

Asst. Program Director,  
FBLA/ PBL State Advisor 

Deborah.Ramirez@cccs.edu 303-595-1583 

Administrative Assistant Linda.Bigley@cccs.edu 303-595-1617 
Family and Consumer Sciences   
Program Director Katy.Blatnick-Gagne@cccs.edu  720-858-2713 
Asst. Program Director,  

FCCLA State Advisor 
Patti.Krattenmaker@cccs.edu  303-595-1581 

CTSO Conference 
Membership Coordinator 

Barnetta.Greenwalt@cccs.edu 303-595-1585 

Administrative Assistant Miki.Gann@cccs.edu 720-858-2740 
Health/ACE/Public Safety   
Program Director Cindy.LeCoq@cccs.edu 303-595-1590 

Asst. Program Director,  
HOSA State Advisor 

Jennifer.Staley@cccs.edu 720-858-2752 

Administrative Assistant Miki.Gann@cccs.edu 720-858-2740 
STEM/Arts/Design/IT   

Program Director Jennifer.Jirous@cccs.edu 720-858-2811 
Administrative Assistant Pat.Sagrillo@cccs.edu 303-595-1568 

Skilled Trades &Technical Sciences   
Program Director Ben.Nesbitt@cccs.edu 303-595-1614 
Asst. Program Director,   

SkillsUSA/TSA Advisor 
Tony.Raymond@cccs.edu 720-858-2794 

Administrative Assistant Sherri.McCusker@cccs.edu 720-858-2741 
Advanced Credit Pathways Credit Scott.Stump@cccs.edu 303-595-1578 
 
Internal Audit and Compliance 

  

Senior Compliance Coordinator Victoria.Crownover@cccs.edu 720-858-2775 
Compliance Specialist  Bill.Parsley@cccs.edu 720-858-2761 

mailto:Victoria.Ekelund@cccs.edu
mailto:Casey.Sacks@cccs.edu
mailto:Lorrie.Toni@cccs.edu
mailto:Jennifer.Austin@cccs.edu
mailto:Julie.Eddy@cccs.edu
mailto:Shuxin.Yin@cccs.edu
mailto:Tim.Cousineau@cccs.edu
mailto:Michael.Womochil@cccs.edu
mailto:Kenton.Ochsner@cccs.edu
mailto:Sherri.McCusker@cccs.edu
mailto:Laurie.Urich@cccs.edu
mailto:Everett.Vaughan@cccs.edu
mailto:Deborah.Ramirez@cccs.edu
mailto:Linda.Bigley@cccs.edu
mailto:Katy.Blatnick-Gagne@cccs.edu
mailto:Patti.Krattenmaker@cccs.edu
mailto:Barnetta.Greenwalt@cccs.edu
mailto:Miki.Gann@cccs.edu
mailto:Cindy.LeCoq@cccs.edu
mailto:Jennifer.Staley@cccs.edu
mailto:Miki.Gann@cccs.edu
mailto:Jennifer.Jirous@cccs.edu
mailto:Pat.Sagrillo@cccs.edu
mailto:Ben.Nesbitt@cccs.edu
mailto:Tony.Raymond@cccs.edu
mailto:Sherri.McCusker@cccs.edu
mailto:Scott.Stump@cccs.edu
mailto:Victoria.Crownover@cccs.edu
mailto:Bill.Parsley@cccs.edu
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Valuable CTE Websites 
 

CCCS CTE Perkins new State Plan: www.coloradostateplan.com/ 
CTE Directors Directory: 
http://www.coloradostateplan.com/resources/CTE_Director_Directory.pdf 
ACTE: www.acteonline.org 
CACTE: www.cacte.org 
Colorado Community College System: http://www.cccs.edu/ 
Colorado DECA: www.deca.cccs.edu/ 
Colorado Technology Education Association: www.cteaonline.org 
Credentialing Office: http://www.coloradostateplan.com/default_cred.htm 
CTE Calendar: http://www.calendarwiz.com/contact: Julie Eddy, 303-595-1527 
CTE Forms and Reports from CCCS: 
http://www.coloradostateplan.com/formsReports.htm 
E-Colorado: http://www.e-colorado.org 
FBLA-PBL: http://www.fbla-pbl.cccs.edu/ 
FCCLA: http://www.fccla.cccs.edu/ 
FFA: http://www.ffa.cccs.edu/ 
HOSA: http://www.hosa.cccs.edu/ 
SkillsUSA: http://www.skillsusa.cccs.edu/ 
TSA Colorado: http://www.cotsa.cccs.edu/ 
Secondary CTE Job Board: http://www.cccs.edu/HR/CTE-JobBoard.html 
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This is issue #810 of CTE Trends. The next issue will be released January 26, 2010. 
Scheduled publication dates:  January 26, 

 February 9 and 23, March 9 and 23, April 6 and 20 and May 4 and 18. 
 

Distributed to more than a 1,000 CTE educators and administrators throughout Colorado, 
CTE Trends is made possible through The Carl D. Perkins Vocational-Technical Education 

Improvement Act of 2006 federal funding as administered by the 
Colorado Community College System. 

 

Editor:  Joe.Marquez@cccs.edu 
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Colorado Community College System 
9101 E. Lowry Blvd. 
Denver, CO 80230-6011 

 
 
 

http://www.coloradostateplan.com/
http://www.coloradostateplan.com/resources/CTE_Director_Directory.pdf
http://www.acteonline.org
http://www.cacte.org
http://www.cccs.edu/
http://www.deca.cccs.edu/
http://www.cteaonline.org
http://www.coloradostateplan.com/default_cred.htm
http://www.calendarwiz.com/contact:
http://www.coloradostateplan.com/formsReports.htm
http://www.e-colorado.org
http://www.fbla-pbl.cccs.edu/
http://www.fccla.cccs.edu/
http://www.ffa.cccs.edu/
http://www.hosa.cccs.edu/
http://www.skillsusa.cccs.edu/
http://www.cotsa.cccs.edu/
http://www.cccs.edu/HR/CTE-JobBoard.html
mailto:Joe.Marquez@cccs.edu



