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What is the Colorado SUN initiative:
Funded by the U.S. Department of Education, Office of Vocational and Adult Education, Colorado Success UNlimited (SUN) is a dropout recovery initiative that strengthens and expands the number of GED completers transitioning to community college.  The goal is to provide a college prep program that moves out-of-school youth and adult learners forward, reduces remedial training, and builds confident, successful students who are ready for college and careers.  
Colorado SUN strategies include:

Intensive college preparation coursework for academically under-prepared students, offered in conjunction with community college developmental education and career exploration 

Navigators to recruit students, help them negotiate the college processes, serve as student advocates, and assist them in securing support services

Enhanced critical thinking strategies to prepare students for college-level coursework and careers

Professional Development to build capacity for implementation of transition strategies
Evaluation and data collection for objective analysis of student success, instructional practices, and management processes 

A State Leadership Team to assist with developing an action plan that will expand the efforts of the Colorado SUN, connect it to educational and economic plans through policy and resource development, and aid in bringing about awareness of the importance and urgency in working with young adult dropouts.

A national demonstration project:

The US Department of Education, Office of Vocational and Adult Education (OVAE), awarded Colorado a two-year grant to expand a successful GED transition program, piloted at Community College of Denver in the summer of 2007, to eight community colleges. Colorado competed with 47 states for the “Ready for College” Initiative. Colorado, North Carolina, New Jersey, and Kansas were chosen as the demonstration sites.  
A collaborative effort

Colorado SUN is a collaboration between the Colorado Community College System Foundation and the Colorado Department of Education Office of Adult Education and Family Literacy.  
Why it is important to Colorado:
It is clear to our business and policy leaders that the economic and social well being of our state is connected to the future educational level of our citizens. While CAP4Kids and other bi-partisan efforts to align K-12 standards with college standards are key factors in creating an educated workforce in the future, there are more than one million adults in Colorado without any higher education. Over 300,000 adults have not completed high school.

The GED to college landscape:

Each year, nearly thirty thousand (30,000) adults earn their GED. These individuals have worked hard to complete their secondary education, with the goal of improving their economic well being. With college as their goal, few of these individuals make it to college, and even fewer succeed. 
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Colorado Community College System Foundation

…in Support of Colorado Community Colleges
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