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October 8, 2007

CCCS Foundation Receives $875,000 DOE Grant for Adult Education Transitions

Denver, CO – The Colorado Community College System (CCCS) Foundation has been awarded an $875,000 grant, the largest of four from the U.S. Department of Education’s Office of Vocational and Adult Education (OVAE) in support of its Ready for College: Adult Education Transitions Program.

Coordinating with the Colorado Department of Education’s Adult Education and Family Literacy program, the Governor’s P-20 Education Coordinating Council, the Colorado Department of Labor and Employment, and the Workforce Development Council, CCCS will use the funding to partner with the Colorado Department of Education to establish the Colorado Success UNlimited (SUN) project to promote successful transitions to community college degree and certificate programs for adult learners. Eight community college campuses with adult secondary education programs will facilitate transition strategies. The colleges include: Community College of Aurora, Community College of Denver (CCD), Lamar Community College, Morgan Community College, Northeastern Junior College, Pueblo Community College, PCC’s Durango Adult Education Center, and Trinidad State Junior College.  

“Transitioning students from obtaining their GED to success in community college is important work,” explained Nancy McCallin, CCCS president. “There are more than a million Colorado adults with no college education and one-third of them have not completed high school. Without the benefits of higher education, many families will continue the cycle of low-skill, low-wage jobs generation after generation.” 

Data shows that not obtaining a postsecondary education poses a serious financial risk for Coloradans where the average hourly wage for all occupations requiring postsecondary education is $28.58, versus an average of $15.89 for those jobs not requiring some postsecondary training. In Denver County, the $15.89 average falls below the minimum for a single parent to support one or more children. The annual self-sufficiency income for a family of four in Denver is $47,341. Based on 1999 U.S. Census data, there were almost 42,000 Denver County families earning less than the self-sufficiency wage.

The participating institutions will deliver College Connection, an intense eight-week transition program developed by CCD through its work on Breaking Through, a national partnership of Jobs for the Future and the National Council of Workforce Education, funded by the Charles Stewart Mott Foundation. Other strategies will be deployed to complement the College Connection Initiative. 

The Ready for College: Adult Education Transition Program issued four grants nationally totaling $2.8 million. Other states receiving grants include Kansas, New Jersey and North Carolina.

The Colorado Community College System comprises the state's largest system of higher education serving more than 116,000 students annually. CCCS oversees career and academic programs in the 13 state community colleges and career and technical programs in more than 160 school districts and seven other post-secondary institutions. 

[image: image1.png]