	ACCUPLACER  COMPETENCIES

	READING COMPREHENSION
	SENTENCE SKILLS

	Identify the topic
	Apply the basic rules of mechanics, particularly commas and semi-colons

	Identify the main idea (stated and implied)
	Apply the basic rules of grammar usage, particularly subject-verb agreement, parallelism, relative pronouns, and conjunctions

	Identify the supporting details (major and minor)
	Apply the basic rules of sentence structure, particularly verbal phrases, prepositional phrases, dangling/misplaced modifiers, dependent/ independent clauses, sentence fragments, 

	Develop inferences and logical conclusions
	Correct and revise for sentence structure, usage, and mechanics, including wordiness

	Identify the author’s purpose and tone
	

	Identify the relationship between sentences (or parts within the sentence) that involve addition and time
	

	Identify the relationship between sentences (or parts within the sentence) that involve illustration, comparison or contrast, and cause and effect
	

	Identify the writing pattern/organization pattern used in the passage.
	

	
	

	
	

	The Reading Comprehension Test includes 20 questions of two types which involve:

(a) identifying the main and secondary ideas in a reading passage, applying the information, and drawing inferences from a passage.  

(b) identifying the relationship between two sentences (or two parts of the same sentence). 

Categories covered include:  social sciences, natural and physical sciences, human relations and practical affairs, and the arts. 
	The Sentence Skills Test includes 20 questions of two types which involve:

(a) sentence correction – the student selects an appropriate word or phrase to substitute for an underlined portion of a sentence

(b)  construction shift – the student rewrites the sentence according to the criteria shown while maintaining essentially the same meaning as the original question.


	ACCUPLACER  COMPETENCIES

	ARITHMETIC
	ELEMENTARY ALGEBRA
	COLLEGE-LEVEL MATH

	Whole numbers and fractions
	Signed numbers and rational numbers
	Algebraic operations

	Decimals and percentages
	Algebraic expressions
	Equations and inequalities

	Applications and problem solving
	Equations, inequalities and word problems
	Coordinate geometry

	
	
	Applications and other algebra topics

	
	
	Functions

	
	
	Trigonometry

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	The Arithmetic test includes 17 questions of three different types:
(a)  whole numbers and fractions

(b) decimals and percents

(c) applications and problem solving 
	The Elementary Algebra test includes a total of 12 questions divided into three types:

(a) integers and rational numbers

(b) algebraic expressions

(c) equations, inequalities and word problems

(If the score in this test is high, the student may take the College-Level Math Test.)
	The College-Level Math test includes 20 questions representing six general categories:
(a) algebraic operations

(b) equations and inequalities

(c) coordinate geometry

(d) applications and other algebra topics (complex numbers, series and sequences, determinants, permutations and combinations, factorials and word problems)

(e) functions (polynomial, algebraic, exponential, and logarithmic)

(f) trigonometry
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