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I. What is Prior Learning?

Prior Learning is a non-college or experience-based learning that has been attained outside the
sponsorship of accredited postsecondary education institutions. Credit for Prior Learning (CPL)
includes learning acquired from work and life experiences; community and volunteer extension
courses; individual study and reading; civic, community and volunteer work; and participation
in informal courses and inservice training sponsored by associations, business, government,
and industry. CPL is not awarded for EXPERIENCE but for college-level LEARNING which
entails knowledge, skills, and competencies that students have obtained as a result of their
prior learning experience.

The Colorado Community College System (CCCS) awards credit for prior learning based on
board policy 9-42 of the State Board for Community Colleges and Occupational Education.

SBCCOE BP 9-42. Credit for Prior Learning: “The state board supports the concept of life-long
learning to meet the retraining, upgrading and personal enrichment needs of students. It is the
policy of the board that a student’s experience outside the college classroom shall be evaluated
for college credit at the request of the student.”

The purpose of this handbook is to guide students through the different methods of obtaining
credit for prior life learning. CPL may apply towards an academic degree or certificate. The
policies of various colleges within CCCS may exceed the conditions listed in this handbook.

II. Methods for Awarding CPL

A. Standardized tests
e College-Level Examination Program (CLEP)

e American College Testing Proficiency Program (ACT-PEP/RCE/EXCELSIOR)
e Defense Activity for Nontraditional Educational Support (DANTES)
e Advanced Placement (AP)
e International Baccalaureate (IB)
B. Institutional Challenge Examinations

e Exam equivalent to the comprehensive final exam
e Exam maybe written, oral, demonstration or a combination of all three
¢ Evaluated by an area dean or designated subject expert

C. Published guides
¢ American Council on Education (ACE) for military training & experiences
¢ ACE (non-collegiate) for industrial and corporate training programs
¢ Other published guides developed by nationally recognized organizations

D. Portfolios
e Credit through the development of a portfolio
e Evaluated by subject matter expert(s)

III. Standards for Awarding CPL
1. Academic credit will be awarded only for those courses directly applicable to curriculum
requirements at the college of enrollment and to the student’s declared certificate or

degree program as outlined in college publications.

2. A student may use CPL to fulfill all degree/certificate graduation requirements except
for the mandatory 25% residency requirement.
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3. CPL may be applied toward the courses in the AA, AS, or AGS-Articulated degree
programs only for the purpose of satisfying graduation requirements.

4, All work assessed for CPL must meet or exceed “C” level work. Minimum cut-off scores
on standardized tests are set at “C” level work.

IV. Policy and Procedures

1. At least one credit hour must be successfully completed and transcripted on the
student’s records before any CPL credit is awarded.

2. For all prior learning methods, the course number, course title, number of semester hours,
and grade of A GrRthe&tudenttlahscripte post ed

3. The maximum CPL credit applicable toward graduation is up to the residency
requirement of the college from any combination of all CPL methods.

4. Awarded credit may be used to meet Guaranteed Transfer (GT) courses. The use of
these credits will result in public four-year institutions reevaluation scores received on
National Standardized Exams.

5. If CPL is applied to the AA, AS, or AGS-Articulated degree requirements, transferability
and transfer guarantees may be affected. Consult your advisor and the receiving
institution for details.

6. All documentation and files regarding a student’s prior learning credit will be
maintained by the college of enrollment.

7. A student wishing to appeal a credit for prior learning decision should follow the
standard appeal procedure in place at the student’s college of enrollment.

8. Prior experience shall be evaluated only if requested by the student.
V. Transferability of CPL Credit

Students planning on transferring to another of the community colleges in the state system
may have their prior learning credits transferred to that community college as long as the
credits are applicable to the degree or certificate the student has declared.

Students planning to transfer to a college or university outside the state community college
system should contact the receiving institution to determine the acceptability of transferring
credit for prior learning.

VL Steps for Pursuing CPL Credit
1. STEP ONE. Go to your college homepage or current college catalog. Look at the
course requirements for your degree or certificate program. Determine which
courses you feel you have relevant, equivalent college-level experience.

2. STEP TWO. Complete the “Credit for Prior Learning Self-Assessment” found in Part
IX of this Handbook.
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3. STEP THREE. Meet with an academic advisor to discuss the different methods and
steps for requesting CPL and for transfer information.

4. STEP FOUR. Determine which method you wish to use to obtain CPL credit.

5. STEP FIVE. If you choose standardized testing, go to your campus testing center
for details.

6. STEP SIX. If you choose published guides, go to Records Office for details.

7. STEP SEVEN. If pursuing the portfolio or challenge exam, consult with your
advisor. The individual college determines fees for evaluation of Portfolio Credit or
for Challenge Exams. The per credit charge will not exceed one-half of the current
in-state per-credit tuition.

VIL
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National Standardized Exams.



