


TSJC and community colleges cross fingers
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“This is not an option for
community colleges,” said
TSJC President RuthAnn
Woods. “Community colleges
cannot raise tuition beyond
inflation without jeopardizing
Colorado students’ access to
higher education.” Woods
explained that community
college students are very
price sensitive, especially at a
time in the economy when the
basics of living such as food,
gas, etc. are an increasing
portion of their limited budg-
ets.

Given these unique condi-
tions, the community college
system has used General
Fund revenue generated by
urban community colleges to
subsidize rural community
colleges by $10.3 million.

“This is not enough to
bring our rural community
colleges up to their peer fund-
ing levels or even up to other
rural Colorado colleges like

Adams or Western State,”
Woods said. “And there are
limits to how much revenue
can be reallocated from urban
colleges.” The current redis-
tribution handcuffs urban
community colleges in pro-
viding more of the needed
services to their students that
maintain access, increase
retention, and foster certifi-
cate completions and gradua-
tion.

Woods also noted that stan-
dard increases in funding
only allow maintaining status
quo. Community colleges gen-
erally have low operational
costs due to their efficient use
of personnel and spartan
facilities.

“Even with these lower
costs, just to keep up with cov-
ering necessary inflationary
expenses like salaries, bene-
fits, and utilities and to main-
tain existing services will
require using nearly all of the
standard General Fund
increase.” Without the ability

to raise tuition significantly,
there is really no way for the
community colleges to catch
up or offer new educational
services, and Woods stressed,
“the $16.3 million in funding
must be in addition to the
standard funding.”

The TSJC president sees it
as a question of community,
economic development, and
access. “Given the difficulty
that many rural areas are
having economically” (a good
example is the closing of
major plants in Lamar over
the last several years and
recent weather-related disas-
ters), “local community col-
leges provide much needed
jobs and serve as a focal point
for future economic vitality.
Continuing to invest in our
rural community colleges is a
key to fostering future eco-
nomic prospects in our rural
communities, as well as gen-
erating future local and state
tax revenue.”





